
 

 

 

With 60 (approx) ungdom students (the whole 9th class), for 4 school lessons each day. 

 

“Parallel Stories”: 

 
 

 Location: The art and design class room for the first two days and the double music room 

for the final day. The work will be exhibited around the school and hopefully outside it too...

 Day 1: Half of the students (around 30) and I shall take over the art and design room. A 

few desks can be kept in place, but the floor can be covered with protective paper or plastic and a 

lot of the imminent inky drawing can take place on the floor. 

 After a brief introduction, of myself (Chris Stonehill) as an illustrator and that we are going 

to be making a story together over the next three days with LOTS of drawing, we shall first 

familiarise ourselves with our new drawing tool. Every student shall have a watercolour brush (size 

6 approx), a jar of Indian ink (perhaps one shared between 2-3 students) and jars of water and 

cleaning paper. There will be a very healthy supply of A3, drawing paper. I shall have the same 

tools and a flip chart upon which to create, many, enthusiastic demonstration drawings. We will 

begin simply by finding out the different kinds of marks we can make with these tools; thin lines, 

thick lines, lines that start thin and become thick and then thin again, lines with lots of movement 

and expression, fast, broken lines, large areas of solid black, dramatic shadows. I will demonstrate, 

initially with abstract shapes, scribbles and lines, before suggesting how we can start to form 

recognisable things from these simple marks...faces, people, animals trees...all sorts and encourage 

the students to playfully try the same. 

 After our warm up we shall find ourselves a character to tell a story about. I will try to give 

some direction to this, inspired by stories and history. However, this will be a group effort. I shall 

say, “We need a man...how tall is he?...does he have a beard?...is he old?...etc...” and after first 

encouraging and then taking suggestions from the group, begin to quickly sketch many versions of 

this man, encouraging the students to do the same. Eventually we will settle upon a loose 

description of a main character, having explored many simple ways to draw him. 

 Once our main character is settled we will begin to use drawing to experiment and play with 

a day in his life. The students will be split in to four groups of around 8 students. The remainder of 

the day will be split in to 6-10 drawing sessions of 10-15 mins in duration. Each will commence 

with me giving a loose instruction to each group. For example, in the 1st session, our man is starting 

his day, Group 1: imagine and start drawing him where he has been sleeping (and I will quickly 

sketch some examples...in a tree, a bed with lots of mattresses, a hammock, one the beach). Group 

2: imagine and start drawing him and what he had for breakfast...coffee, full English, fruit, nuts and 

bolts (he might be a robot), again I will quickly demonstrate. Group 3: As he leaves home, where 

does he live. Group 4: Where is he going?  

 The members of each group will hopefully inspire each other but work on their own 

interpretations of the simple instruction, applied to our main character. I will give the instruction of 

one drawing/A3 sheet and to use the whole sheet, right up to the edges, draw BIG!..and draw lots, 

take another sheet and make another drawing if you draw quickly. The next drawing sessions will 

follow simple events in our character's day. For example, Group 1: The first person he meets today. 

Group 2: Something that he finds on the ground. Group 3: An animal who brings him a message. 

Group 4: A snack he decides to eat.  

 Next drawing session, Group 1: What shall he and that other person do together. Group 2: 

The thing he found has a magical power. Group 3: What does he do to that animal? Group 4: The 

snack makes him feel ill, what is wrong with him? 

 By the end of the dray we have drawn a full day of events from our character's life, 

interpreted in different ways by individual members of each group. The resulting pile of inky 

drawings can be gathered up and set a side for Day 3. 



 

 

 Day 2: Will be very similar to Day 1, but with the other half of the 9th class AND I will 

ensure that the main character we come up with is distinctly different...making her a woman as a 

start, for example. The simple directions I give to each group as progress through the events from a 

day in the life of our character will be the same as on Day 1, but with a different character (and 

different students) the interpretations are likely to vary considerably. 

 Day 3: The final day requires lots of space, in order to spread out all of the drawings from 

the first two days and start structuring them in to one or several sequences that begin to tell stories 

about our two main characters...most likely parallel stories due to the same instructions being given 

on both days, but applied to different characters. We can spread out on the drawings on the floor and 

see as many of the drawings as possible. 

 This will be very much a group effort. The four lesson day will be split in two, first with the 

students from day 1 and their drawings, followed by the students from day 2 and their drawings. 

With each group I will begin to pick out a few drawings and start to demonstrate sequences we can 

find to start telling stories. As a group we will continue to pick from all of the drawings, so that our 

sequences will be made up of drawings by everyone, united by the theme of a day in the life of our 

main character.  

 Once one or several lengthy sequences have been settled upon we will start exhibiting the 

drawings around the school. So far it has been suggested that we just use blue-tac/white tac inside 

the school and pins outside but I am considering slightly more durable possibilities as well. The 

location and flow of these story sequences of drawings can be determined by two different coloured 

threads (maybe yarn/wool as it is thicker and more visible), one for each the characters' stories, 

having been installed around the school, before the start of  Day 3. 

 

Outcomes: 
 The new drawing experience of using ink and a brush. 

 Looseness and expression in drawing, encouraged by the new tools. 

 Developing imagination and story ideas, directly with drawing...rather than coming up with 

an idea and then drawing it, actually generating the idea with drawing it self. 

 Collaborative drawing and story/idea generation. Embracing the possibilities of telling 

stories with the work of mine. 

 How we can tell stories with only pictures 

 

The exhibited stories would be very suitable for book presentation as well, if the school was 

interested. 

 

Equipment: 
 Lots of A3 drawing paper (that the school is providing). 

 Watercolour brushes (size 6 approx), enough for one each with each group on Day 1 and 

Day 2 (the school is purchasing these). 

 Several bottles of Indian ink. 

 Two different coloured balls of wool. 

 Simple exhibiting equipment. 

 A flip chart (that I think that school already has). 

 Protective paper/plastic for the floor of the art and design room. 

 Assorted jars for ink and water...as well as paper towel for cleaning brushes. 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


